
 

Energy and health 6 - Policies for accelerating access to clean energy,
improving health, advancing development, and mitigating climate change

   
   
   
Abstract:

The absence of reliable access to clean energy and the services it provides imposes a large disease burden
on low-income populations and impedes prospects for development. Furthermore, current patterns of
fossil-fuel use cause substantial ill-health from air pollution and occupational hazards. Impending climate
change, mainly driven by energy use, now also threatens health. Policies to promote access to non-polluting
and sustainable sources of energy have great potential both to improve public health and to mitigate
(prevent) climate disruption. There are several technological options, policy levers, and economic
instruments for sectors such as power generation, transport, agriculture, and the built environment.
However, barriers to change include vested interests, political inertia, inability to take meaningful action,
profound global inequalities, weak technology-transfer mechanisms, and knowledge gaps that must be
addressed to transform global markets. The need for policies that prevent dangerous anthropogenic
interference with the climate while addressing the energy needs of disadvantaged people is a central
challenge of the current era. A comprehensive programme for clean energy should optimise mitigation and,
simultaneously, adaption to climate change while maximising co-benefits for health-eg, through improved
air, water, and food quality. Intersectoral research and concerted action, both nationally and internationally,
will be required.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/s0140-6736(07)61257-4   

Resource Description

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Air Pollution, Food/Water Security, Indoor Environment, Temperature, Unspecified Exposure

Food/Water Security: Agricultural Productivity, Livestock Productivity

Temperature: Fluctuations

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 Urban

Geographic Location:  

Author(s): Haines A, Smith KR, anderson D, Epstein PR, McMichael AJ, Roberts I,
Wilkinson P, Woodcock J, Woods J

Year: 2007
Journal: The Lancet. 370 (9594): 1264-1281
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Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Global or Unspecified

Health Co-Benefit/Co–Harm (Adaption/Mitigation):  

specification of beneficial or harmful impacts to health resulting from efforts to reduce or cope with
greenhouse gases 

A focus of content

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 General Health Impact

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Mitigation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern:  

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

 Low Socioeconomic Status

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Policy/Opinion, Review

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified
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